A Stimulus Package for Your Relationships

He who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.  Proverbs 18:24

“No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.”  John 15:15

God is relational.  He is relational within Himself and He created man to be relational with Him and with each other.  Genesis 1 & 2.  Life’s best experiences involve friendships/relationships.  

Proverbs 18:24 is our theme verse.  We’ll use that as a ‘template’.

· A brother may not be a friend, but a friend will always be a brother.  Benjamin Franklin

· The only way to have a friend is to be one.  Ralph Waldo Emerson

· A friend is a present you give yourself.  Robert Louis Stevenson

Seven ESSENTIALS for friendships – using the template of Pr. 18:24:

1. He who has friend must be of the same vision/mission/going in the same direction in life because how can two walk together except  they be agreed?  Amos 3:3 …

2. He who has friends must himself be accepting and willing to look past idiosyncrasies, minor differences because it is his glory to overlook a transgression.  Proverbs 19:4

· A friend is one who sees through you and still enjoys the view.

· A friend is a person who knows all about you and still likes you.

· Unless you make allowances for your friend’s foibles, you betray your own.  Publius Syrus

3. He who has friends must himself defend his friend and refuse to listen to talebearing and gossip because A whisperer separates the best of friends.  Proverbs 16:28

4. He who has friends must himself be willing to receive correction as needed because faithful are the wounds of a friend.  Proverbs 27:6

5. He who has friends must himself be given to sacrifice and service on his friend’s behalf because a friend loves at all times and a brother is born for adversity.  Proverbs 17:17

6. He who has friends must himself share in the joys and sorrows of his friend because we are commanded to rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep.  Romans 12:15

7. He who has friends must himself be given to a spirit of forgiveness because love covers a multitude of sins.  I Peter 4:8

We are talking about LOYALTY!  Assignment: Take this bulletin home & review & say, “If I am to have friends, I must MYSELF be ___________.”

